January 2011 The KEY
From the Editor’s Desk
3 New Year Resolutions
My Dear Brothers and Sisters, | wish you a happy and prosperous New Year 2011.
The New Year 2011 is born very quietly without much noise but of course with great hope.

While we Catholics-Christians began the New Year with Night Service celebrating the
solemnity of the feast of the Mother of God, placing the coming year into the hands of our
Blessed Virgin Mother, the others welcomed the Year with new hope for peace and
prosperity.

The month of January celebrates a few important days namely: Jan 1: Feast of Mother of
God; Jan 14 & 15:Festivals of Tamils and Kannadas, Telugus i.e Pongal, Samkranthi; Jan
18-25: Christian Unity Week; Jan 26:Republic Day

You will find few write ups about these auspicious days in this edition. | am sure you will
enjoy reading them.

As a special message for this New Year, | would like to give you three points or 3 guiding
lights for your reflection:

1. Make you the world a bit more beautiful and better because you have been in it.
Instead of getting angry and blowing up the world, get involved with organizations
that are trying to make the world a better place. Instead of cursing the dark, lit a light
to brighten your surroundings, instead of accusing your Parish priests, Nuns, your
Managers, Directors, Supervisors, Subordinates you work with them to brighten your
life situation; instead of back biting, you suggest something better to improve your
life and that of others; instead of being passive, be active participants of where you
are; instead of you looking for smile from others, you first smile and make others
happy; instead of getting away from the dirt and filth, you try to remove them joining
with others; instead of despising others, you try to attract them to your side and win
them over to your side. Sing this song “This little guiding light of mine, I am going
to let shine(3) Let it shine all the time let it shine; Hide it under a bushel O no, I
am going to let it shine (3) Let it shine all the time let it shine...”

2. Pick up on what others have started and make a difference
Build on the good works of people you know, but also of people you don’t know.
Make a difference (you be an outstanding person little different from others in your
character, thinking, behaviour and doing.... you don’t have to imitate others... you be
what you are but make a difference in everything.... but towards progress and
communitarian peace and progress... Continue the love and spirit of good and decent
people, which will turn the world around).

3. Show somebody this year what God is like, without letting them know that’s
what you are doing .... People learn about God not because they figure out the
Trinity, not because they tune into what the Vatican is doing, not because they are



great theologians, not because they understand Greek or Latin. People learn about
God from Godlike people. Even people who have done some evil, even people who
have some messy corners in their lives; you can still share a full plate with someone
who has nothing, so to speak. You can be God to someone who will remember what
God is like because they remember what you are like...

If we all half keep these three resolutions, this will be a very happy new year
indeed

Fr.J.A.Nathan
Editor

Mary is not a goddess. She derives all of her radiance from God, like the Moon receives its light from
the Sun without detracting from it.
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On Every January 1, the Catholic Church solemnly celebrates
the feast of the Mother of God

Is Mary, Really the Mother of God?

Of course! This is quite simply explained. The main puzzle is why any
Christian should object to the title of Mother of God. All Christians ¥
believe that Jesus is the Son of God, and also IS God, being the 2nd ';‘
Person of the Trinity, along with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Jesus ¥
is also the son of Mary. Now many Protestants are quite prepared to

say "Mary, Mother of Jesus," but balk at saying "Mary, Mother of

God." Why?

There is probably an element of cultural conditioning here. Giving 3l
Mary such a title like Mother of God seems too grand to many w3
protestants. For centuries most protestants have tried to ignore Mary, ‘
and have avoided all talk and discussion of her - except perhaps to
condemn Catholic "excesses". But this is a serious matter. To call
Mary the "Mother of Jesus" and yet refuse to call her "Mother of God"
is to diminish Jesus as well as Mary, for it is a denial that Jesus is
truly or fully God.

It was this sort of thinking that led to the formal definition of the title

Mother of God at the Council of Ephesus in 431AD. Patriarch Nestorius had preached that Mary was
not Mother of God, being only the mother of Jesus' physical body, which was then indwelt by God the
Word. This was condemned as Heresy, since the Gospels tell us that the Word did not unite with
man, but was made man. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.." (John 1.14). This is a
crucial difference. Jesus was not two persons: the Son of God, and the Son of Mary, but one person,
the Son of God and Mary. If this were not so, his death could not have saved us.

THE NATURE OF JESUS




1. To be our Saviour, Jesus needed to be both fully God, and fully man, descended from Adam. He
could not be a counterfeit, or someone who just looked human..

2. God the Word has existed as spirit from the beginning of time.

3. At the Incarnation, through the action of the Holy Spirit, God the Word took flesh and full humanity
from the Virgin Mary. Both His Human Nature and His human body came from Mary, These united
with His Divine Nature in Jesus.

4. This produced one person with one consciousness, both fully God and fully man, who is truly
both Son of God and Son of Mary.

5. The Virgin Mary is therefore the Mother of ALL of the PERSON of Jesus Christ, and is therefore
truly Mother of God the Son.

Nestorius did not recant, and founded his own church - which is no longer with us. In effect, in saying
that Mary was the Mother of Jesus, but not the Mother of God, he was denying the reality of the
incarnation. Attempts to downgrade Mary seem always lead to a downgrading of the full divinity
of Jesus.

BUT DOESN'T ‘CONCENTRATING’ ON THE VIRGIN MARY DISTRACT US FROM GOD AND
FROM JESUS?

This is a common complaint of Protestants, but one | really fail to understand. Does admiring any
part of God's creation distract you from God? When you walk through a forest of tall, ancient trees
and you admire their beauty, does it distract you from God? When you look at a sunset or a towering
mountain, does that turn you away from God? Of course not. For most people such things draw them
closer to God.

Similarly when you admire people like St Francis, Mother Theresa, or other Christians who have given
up their lives to serve God. Does that make you turn away from God - or is it more likely to make you
think of the greatness of the God who inspired such people? So it is also with Mary who is the Mother
of God. ~
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*Read more on "Mary Defended"
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O blessed Virgin,
pray to God for us always,
that He may pardon us and give us grace,
pray to God for us always,
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that He may grant us peace in this life
pray to God for us always,
that He may reward us with paradise at our death.
Amen.
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NEW CHURCH CONSTRUCTION AT ST.PETER’S CHURCH, RUSTUMBAGH
After a long effort | obtained the sanction plan (Plan approval) from the Bangalore
Corporation (BBMP) for the construction of an additional structure on the present building
that is used as Church building at Rustumbagh, Old Airport Road, Bangalore since 2002.

Once the newly envisioned Church construction gets over, we will have a spacious Church
with balcony that would help capacitate 1000 persons and more.

Thanks be to the personal effort and interest of our Bangalore Archbishop Most Rev.Bernard
Moras for taking up this project along with many more projects in the archdiocese.

The project cost is quite large that demands a generous contribution from every good heart
both of the parish as well as people in Bangalore.

We gladly and humbly accept any mite that comes from any one towards the project.

If any cheque, please make it in favour of “ST.PETER’S CHURCH BUILDING FUND”
Account Number 0485 20100 53656.

We look forward to your prayerful support with financial contribution.

Please Note: A provisional change in the Mass Timing
on Sunday at St. Peter’s Church, Rustumbagh

7.30 am Kannada & Tamil; 9.30 am English
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Blessing of the New St.Peter’s Church construction site by the Bangalore Archbishop Bernard Moras
on 12.12.2010 at 12 noon

The additional church building comes up on the terrace of the present structure, St.Peter’s Church,
Rustambagh, The Archbishop is blessing the site



Archbishop Bernard Moras with Parish Priest Fr.J.A.Nathan and others during the blessing
of the site for the new Church building, St.Peter’s Church, Rustambagh

A part of the faithful gathered at the time of blessing of the site, St.Peter’s Church,
Rustambagh



The former parish council member (present construction committee member) reads a
passage for the blessing ceremony(St.Peter’s Church, Rustambagh)
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INFANT JESUS SHRINE

VIVEKNAGAR, BANGALORE — 560 047. Phone : 25301206

Website : www.infantjesusshrine.org/com

e-mail:  ijsvnagarblrd7@yahoo.com/@rediffmail.com/@sify.com

Peace Ruies Tue Day WHEN

INFanT JESsus Rurnes THE HEarT.

The Annual Feast of Infant Jesus Shrine at Viveknagar in Bangalore will
be celebrated with great solemnity on 14 January 2011 like every year on the
same date. The devotion to the Infant Jesus has become widespread and the
Shrine is now known as the place of pilgrimage, miracles and divine solace not
only in this State, but across the Country and world.

| wish the feast of Infant Jesus bring a divine peace of our Lord Jesus
who is the “Prince of Peace”.

The feast of Infant Jesus has universal appeal especially among the
people of other faith. | was given to an understanding that the beneficiaries of
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Infant Jesus grace goes to a large numbers to non-Christians. It is evident on
every Thursday, specially on Feast days very large number of non-Christians
make a beeline to get a ‘Darshan’ of Infant Jesus. The feast of Infant Jesus is
celebrated with pomp and piety by the folks of Bangalore.

This year the Flag Hoisting celebration coincided with the feast of
Epiphany, i.e., manifestation of God to the gentiles. The Magi from far off
lands and the poor shepherds make a visit to see the baby Jesus and worship
Him as there are people from far and near who visit this Shrine to find solace in
the disturbed world.

All Thursdays are dedicated to Infant Jesus. If a devotee prays and visits
the Church fervently, he will not be refused or despised by baby Jesus. We are
asked to inculcate the very qualities of Child like simplicity, humility and
dependency. Come to Him with a simple child like faith. Expect a Miracle it
will be granted to you. The clergy of the Shrine is flooded with reports of
miracles happening dramatically to very many devotees of other faith. We are
unable to record and register these miracles. Therefore, we are intended to
open a website exclusively to register all your miracles.

Since the devotees of the Shrine are increasing day by day the Shrine
could not accommodate them with lodging facilities. The Archdiocesan office
is seriously exploring the ways and means to provide lodging and other
facilities for the devotees. This year, a gem has been added to the Shrine
sanctuary. The EUCHARISTIC CHAPEL, a serene place for silent and
contemplative prayer, a place to do serious business with Jesus, a quite place
amidst the din of the modern world, an oxygen room for the soul.

The Shrine has two book stalls both of which are renovated and
expanded. We have a variety of religious article Books, C.D. that caters to the
spiritual needs of the devotees.

Perhaps this Shrine is the only place in Karnataka and only next to
Vailankanni to have Holy Masses in six languages a real National integration
indeed!



During the novena days, the Shrine organizes Mass Marriages for the
Catholics of Archdiocese of Bangalore. This has been planned as a noble task
to redeem the people from their economic crises. This year on 9thJanuary
about 16 Couples tie their wedding knot in the Shrine.

The final day celebration will culminate on 14% January 2011. The
Chariot procession will be inaugurated at 6.00 p.m. by our His Excellency Shri
H.R.Bharadwaj the Governor of Karnataka. Makara Shankaranthi and Pongal
wishes to everyone .

We wish each and every one a Happy Feast.

Rev. Fr. G. ROYS

Rector
INFANT JESUS SHRINE
VIVEKNAGAR, BANGALORE-560047

40™ ANNUAL FEAST OF INFANT JESUS SHRINE
Viveknagar, Bangalore

Perhaps there would be no one who is unknown to this Shrine Church in the very heart of the IT City
of Bangalore. Well built and elegant looking Infant Jesus Shrine at Viveknagar, Bangalore is pulling
into it very large number of Christians-Catholics and non-Christians every Thursday and other days,
for one absolute reason, God loves everyone who ever comes to this Shrine, by His very loved
human form namely a Child. While God is like child, every child is god-like. This concept is visible in
His incarnation as an infant. Jesus Christ being born in Bethlehem, today welcomes every good and
bad with His same child-like nature to this Shrine at Viveknagar.

| would rather say, it is non-Christians more than Christians who frequent this Shrine on Thursdays.



The Shrine is situated close to many shops that draw people to the Shrine.

A front view of the Shrine Chapel

Every year, on Jan 14, the annual feast of Infant Jesus is celebrated very grandly preceded by 9 days
of preparation celebrating Holy Masses in languages such as Tamil, Kannada, English, Malayalam,
Telugu, Hindi and so on. This reveals the fact that this is a Holy Shrine for people of all kinds. Infant
Jesus of Bethlehem appears to every heart that kneels before Him in the Shrine

Fr.G.Roys, Rector

The Shrine of Infant Jesus at Viveknagar is getting known all over more at the present times, thanks
to Fr.Roys the Rector whose efforts are praiseworthy for all his high-tech means of making the shrine
known. Being himself a musician, Fr.Roys who hails from St.Paul’s Church, Kolar Gold Fields is leaving
no stone unturned in popularising the shrine with his music talents. Thus every faithful who attends
the liturgy witnesses to his liturgical music. His able guidance and administration of the shrine draws
hundreds of poor for charity and love.



‘Fr.BaIraj, Parish priest

This year marks the 40™ annual feast at Infant Jesus Shrine, Viveknagar. Exactly at 5.40 pm on 4™
January 2011 Tuesday, the flag hoisting ceremony began with welcome ceremony organized by the
Shrine’s clergy Fr.Roys the Rector, Fr.Balraj the parish priest, Fr.Michael and Fr.Vincent Santosh both
assistants. Earlier, the archbishop of Bangalore Most Rev.Bernard said a prayer of blessing at the
shrine chapel accompanied by Shri Ravi Shankar (Art of Living), Local MLA of Viveknagar
constituency Mr.Harish, local ward corporator and many more dignitaries.

Dignitaries on the dais during the flag hoisting ceremony
at Infant Jesus Shrine, Viveknagar

While Fr.Balraj welcomed the archbishop, Fr.Roys welcomed the chief guest of the evening Shri Ravi
Shankar. In his brief address in English the archbishop pointed out the need of religious freedom in
India without any threat to the reality of freedom referring particularly to the minorities of course
the Christians. Human dignity & religion go hand in hand and one without the other would be
incomplete he said.

Shri Ravi Shankar respected greatly in Bangalore and other parts in India, very solemnly and in soft
voice stressed the need of peace within and peace without internal silence cannot exist.

There was great applause when he spoke in a simple and clear Tamil to the audience in the Shrine’s
campus.



This was followed by blessing of the flag by the archbishop and hoisting by Shri Ravi Shankar. As the
flag was rising up to the sky, the sea of human heads in the Shrine campus applauded with great joy
and devotion to Infant Jesus.

One of the highlights of the flag hoisting ceremony was the release by the archbishop of DVD in
Tamil with DVD film on the devotion to Infant Jesus. This audio-visual CD was done collaboratively by
Fr.Roys and Fr.Puneethan.

The feast of Infant Jesus is expected to go on in a mighty way with devotion and gaiety. Starting from
4™ Jan up to 14" there will be Holy Mass celebrated every one hour.

A day will come when the Shrine would be declared a Shrine with national importance by the Union
Govt. Let us hope for it. We must remember that recently the Chennai Santhome Cathedral is
declared by the tourism department as national Shrine. Great indeed!

Courtesy: The Key

India is one of the oldest civilizations in the world, spanning a period of more than 4000
years, and witnessing the fusion of several customs and traditions, which are reflective of the
rich culture and heritage of the Country.

The history of the nation gives a glimpse into the magnanimity of its evolution - from a
Country reeling under colonialism, to one of the leading economies in the global scenario
within a span of fifty years. More than anything, the nationalistic fervour of the people is the
contributing force behind the culmination of such a development. This transformation of the



nation instills a sense of national pride in the heart of every Indian within the Country and
abroad, and this section is a modest attempt at keeping its flame alive.

The Constitution of India was enacted on 26th of January, 1950. The Constituent Assembly of India drafted the
nation's Constitution. Being drafted on 26th of November, 1949, the Indian Constitution laid the foundations for
establishment of the Democratic Republic of India.

Drafting of the Constitution
The Constitution of India was drafted over a period of 2 years, 11 months and 17 days. The members of
Constituent Assembly of India met for the first time in the year 1946 on December 9. The next meeting of the
Assembly took place on August 14th, 1947 for the dominion of India in which the proposal of forming various
committees was presented. Such committees include Committee on Fundamental Rights, the Union Powers
Committee and Union Constitution Committee. One of the unique factors of this meeting was that the Assembly
gathered as the Sovereign Constituent Assembly of India.

On 29th August, 1947 a Drafting Committee, with Dr. Ambedkar as the Chairman, was formed on the basis of the
various reports submitted by the previous committees. It was in the year 1948 that a Draft Constitution including a
range of proposals was formed by the concerned committee. The Constituent Assembly of India held two
meetings in February 1948 and October 1949 to go through the clauses of the Draft. Finally, from 14th to 26th of
November, 1949 the Constituent Assembly analyzed each and every provision of the Draft. The then President of
the Constituent Assembly of India signed the Draft on November 26th, 1949.

Today, there are 12 Schedules and 395 Articles in the Constitution of India. Amendments have been made to the
Constitution time and again as per the need of the hour. Till 2006, there have been 94 Amendments made to the
constitution.

Constituent Assembly

The Constituent Assembly of India was formed by the elected members of the provincial assemblies of the
country. Presided over by Dr. Sachidanand Sinha for the first time, the Indian Constituent Assembly played the
most important role in creating the Constitution of India. After Dr. Sinha, Dr. Rajendra Prasad became the
President of the Assembly. Comprising over 30 schedule class members, the Constituent Assembly also included
sections of Christians, Anglo-Indians and Minority Community. Harendra Coomar Mookerjee, being the Minority
Community Chairman, also successfully worked for the Christians. While H P Modi was the representative of the
Parsi community, Frank Anthony headed the Anglo-Indian section of the country in the Constituent Assembly.

Some of the prominent female personalities of the Constituent Assembly were Vijaylakshmi Pandit and Sarojini
Naidu. From Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, B N Rau and Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad to K M Munshi, Sardar Patel
and Alladi Krishnaswami Aiyer, each one had a major contribution towards the present form of the Constituent
Assembly.

Preamble
The Preamble is one of the most significant parts of the Constitution of India. Focusing on the core objective of
the Indian Constitution, the Preamble includes the following:

e Equality - which connotes equal opportunity for one and all

e Justice - which means fair judgment in the fields of politics, society and economy

e Fraternity - which works towards keeping the integrity and strength of the country intact along with
special stress on individual dignity

e Liberty - which assures every citizen of India the freedom of speech and expression, religious
independence and choice of going by one's own belief



The Preamble, as it is presented in the Constitution of India, is mentioned below: "WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA,
having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC and to secure to all its citizens: JUSTICE, social, economic and political; LIBERTY of thought,
expression, belief, faith and worship; EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; and to promote among them all
FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the Nation;

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT
AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION."

Parts of the Constitution
The Constitution of India covers a total of 395 Articles in 22 parts. The parts of the Indian Constitution are
mentioned below:

e Partl-The Union and its Territory

e Partll - Citizenship

e Partlll - Fundamental Rights

e Part |V - Directive Principles of State Policy

e PartIVA - Fundamental Duties

e PartV-The Union

e PartVl-The States

e Part VIl - The States in Part B of the First Schedule

e Part VIl - The Union Territories

e PartIX - Panchayats

e PartIXA - Municipalities

e Part X-The Scheduled and Tribal Areas

e Part XI - Relations Between The Union and The States

e Part Xl - Finance, Property, Contracts and Suits

e Part Xlll - Trade, Commerce and Intercourse within The Territory of India
e Part XIV - Services Under The Union and The States

e Part XIVA - Tribunals

e Part XV- Elections

e Part XVI - Special Provisions Relating to Certain Classes
e Part XVII - Official Language

e Part XVIII - Emergency Provisions

e Part XIX - Miscellaneous

o Part XX - Amendment of the Constitution

e Part XXI - Temporary, Transitional and Special Provisions
e Part XXII - Short Title, Commencement, Authoritative Text in Hindi and Repeals

The Parliamentary form of Government of India was first introduced by the Constitution of the nation.
Consisting of the President the Parliament of India has two Houses namely Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha. The President leads the Executive of the Union as the Constitutional head. The Prime Minister
heads the Council of Ministers as per the Article 74(1) of the Indian Constitution. The 7th Schedule of
the Constitution of India indicates that the legislative powers are shared by both the State Legislatures
and the Parliament of India.



Schedules to Indian Constitution

Schedules to the Constitution of India can be added through the amendments to it. There are twelve schedules to
Constitution of India, which are effective at present, are given below:

e First Schedule: This schedule is about the States and Union Territories of India.

e Second Schedule: In this Schedule, provisions made to the President and the Governors of States,
Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of the House of the People, the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman
of the Council of States, the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, the
Chairman and the Deputy Chairman of the Legislative Council of a State, the Judges of the Supreme
Court and of the High Courts and the Comptroller and Auditor-General of India

e Third Schedule: Forms of Oaths or Affirmations are mentioned in this Schedule.

e Fourth Schedule: This Schedule specifies the allocation of seats in the Council of States.

e Fifth Schedule: Provisions as to the Administration and Control of Scheduled Areas and Scheduled
Tribes are mentioned in this Schedule. The amendment of the schedule is also included in the Part D of
the Schedule.

e Sixth Schedule: This Schedule deals with the provisions as to the Administration of Tribal Areas in the
States of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.

e Seventh Schedule: The List | or the Union List, List Il or the State List and List Ill or the Concurrent List
are included in this Schedule.

e Eighth Schedule: The 22 languages selected as the official languages of India are mentioned in this
Schedule.

e Ninth Schedule: Validation of certain Acts and Regulations is dealt with in this Schedule

e Tenth Schedule: Provisions as to disqualification on ground of defection for the Members of Parliament
and Members of the State Legislatures are mentioned in this Schedule.

e Eleventh Schedule: This Schedule talks about the powers, authority and responsibilities of Panchayats

e Twelfth Schedule: Powers, authority and responsibilities of Municipalities are defined in this Schedule

Did You Know That?

Sanskrit is considered as the mother of all higher languages of North India and Tamil is
another Classical and oldest language of the world giving birth to other Dravidian languages
of the South such as Kannada, Malayalam and Telugu. The world classical languages are
Chinese, Greek, Hebrew, Latin, Sanskrit and Tamil.

Awards

e Bharat Ratna, Param Vir Chakra (PVC), Padma Vibushan Awards, Gallantry Awards, Padma
Bhushan, Padma Shri and Bravery Awards

Facets of the Nation

1. The Code of Conduct of the Indian National Flag, which has been dubbed as Flag Code of
India, 2002 is an attempt to bring together laws, conventions, practices, and instructions for
the guidance and benefit of everyone concerned.

2. The song Jana-gana-mana, composed originally in Bengali by Rabindranath Tagore, was
adopted in its Hindi version by the Constituent Assembly as the National Anthem of India on
24 January 1950. It was first sung on 27 December 1911 at the Calcutta Session of the Indian


http://india.gov.in/myindia/bharatratna_awards.php
http://india.gov.in/myindia/paramvir_chakra.php
http://india.gov.in/myindia/padma_awards.php
http://india.gov.in/myindia/gallantry_awards.php
http://india.gov.in/myindia/bravery_awards.php
http://india.gov.in/outerwin.php?id=http://mha.gov.in/pdfs/flagcodeofindia.pdf
http://india.gov.in/outerwin.php?id=http://mha.gov.in/pdfs/flagcodeofindia.pdf
http://india.gov.in/outerwin.php?id=http://mha.gov.in/pdfs/flagcodeofindia.pdf

National Congress.
Source: National Portal Content Management Team Last Reviewed on 12-11-2010 &

0000000000000000000000000

News From Vatican
Pontiff Affirms Mystery of Childbirth

VATICAN CITY, JAN. 1, 2011 (Zenit.org).- Benedict XV1 is highlighting the mystery of
childbirth, in which parents are offered a chance to experience the action of their Creator.
The Pope stated this Dec. 26, 2010 the Feast of the Holy Family, before praying the midday
Angelus with the pilgrims gathered in St. Peter's Square.

He reflected on the "profound mystery" that surrounded the birth of Jesus.

"The birth of any child brings with it something of this mystery," the Pontiff said.

He affirmed that "human beings experience procreation not merely as reproductive act; they
perceive its richness; they are intuitively aware that every human creature who enters into the
world is a 'sign’ par excellence of the Creator and Father in heaven."

The Holy Father underlined the need "for each child coming into the world to be welcomed
into the warmth of a family."

He continued: "Exterior comforts are not important. Jesus was born in a stable and his first
cradle was a manger, but the love of Mary and Joseph made him feel the tenderness and
beauty of being loved."

"This is what children need: the love of a father and mother,” Benedict XV1 stated.

He added, "This is what gives them a sense of security and, as they grow, enables them to
discover the meaning of life."

The Pontiff acknowledged that the Holy Family went through many trials such as "the
massacre of the innocents, which forced Joseph and Mary to flee to Egypt."”

"But, trusting in Divine Providence, they found their stability and ensured Jesus had a serene
infancy and a solid education," he added.

The Holy Father entrusted "all families to Mary and Joseph, that they may not be discouraged
in the face of trials and difficulties but always cultivate conjugal love and dedicate
themselves faithfully to the service of life and education.”

Benedict XV1 Praying for Christian Unity

VATICAN CITY, JAN. 1, 2011 (Zenit.org).- Benedict XV1 is dedicating this month to pray
for Christian unity.

The Apostleship of Prayer announced the intentions chosen by the Pope for January.

His general intention is: "That young people may learn to use modern means of social
communication for their personal growth and to better prepare themselves to serve society."
The Pontiff's apostolic intention for this month is: "That every believer in Christ may be
conscious that unity among all Christians is a condition for more effective proclamation of
the Gospel."

Pontiff Stresses Urgent Need for Religious Freedom
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VATICAN CITY, JAN. 1, 2011 (Zenit.org).- Benedict XV1 is stressing the need for religious
freedom throughout the world as the way of building peace.

The Pope stated this today before praying the midday Angelus with the pilgrims gathered in
St. Peter's Square. He recalled in particular today's celebration of the World Day of Peace as
well as the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God.

"l invite all of you to join in heartfelt prayer to Christ the Prince of Peace for an end to
violence and conflict wherever they are found," the Pontiff said.

He continued: "Yes, Jesus is our peace.

"He brought to the world the seed of love and peace, stronger than the seed of hatred and
violence; stronger because the name of Jesus is superior to any other name, containing all the
dominion of God."

This World Day of Peace, the Holy Father noted, is an "opportunity to reflect together on the
great challenges facing humankind in our time."

"One of these, dramatically urgent today, is that of religious freedom," he added.

Benedict XVI acknowledged, "Today we see two opposite trends, both negative extremes: on
one side secularism, which often in hidden ways marginalizes religion to confine it to the
private sphere; on the other side fundamentalism, which in turn would like to impose itself on
all by force."

"Religious freedom is the privileged way to build peace," he said.

The Pope affirmed that "peace is the work of consciences that open themselves to truth and
love."

He concluded, "May God help us progress in this way in the new year that he has given us to
live."

ECUMENISM
Circular by the Bangalore Archbishop to all Church Leaders

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

During His prayer at the Last Supper Jesus made a fervent plea that all His disciples may be one as
the Father and He are one. Sadly the followers of Jesus are divided into very many groups. These
divisions in Christianity are a negative witness to our work of evangelization; they also have also
made us a weak, voiceless community so much so we are helpless when we are attacked and
harassed.

We experienced this when two years ago we suffered attacks on our churches. At that time | called a
meeting of the leaders of several Christian groups. We reflected on the situation prevailing in our
country and saw in it a sign of God’s call to be united. And we formed the Karnataka United Christian
Forum for Human Rights on 19" June, 2009.

We have twelve categories of Christians who are members of this Forum: Catholics, CSI, Methodists,
Orthodox Syrian, Syrian Orthodox, Mar Thoma, Believers, Baptists, Assemblies of God, Lutherans,
Seventh Day Adventists and the FCCO which is a Federation of all New Life and Pentecostal churches
and organizations. All these categories are proportionately represented in the General Body of the
Forum and in the Governing Board.


http://www.zenit.org/

All members of the Forum subscribe to a common minimum faith in the triune God, in Jesus Christ
the Son of God who loved us even unto death and has made us His own by His Spirit. We believe
that all salvation is through Jesus Christ and all people can attain this salvation through Jesus Christ
when they turn to God in faith and serve Him in their neighbour. We believe that Christ wants us to
be one flock with one Shepherd.

All members of the Forum have the right to preach the Gospel, but they must use only those
methods that are appropriate to our times and definitely avoid any aggressive evangelization (which
includes repeated visits to your homes even in the pretext of prayer), any offering of allurements or
threats or denigration of the deities and religious practices of other people. If Christians are
attacked, when they have given no cause for it, they will find support and strength in our unity in the
Forum.

The Archbishop of Bangalore is the ex officio President of the Forum and the Bishop of the Believers
Church is the Vice President; the Bishops of the Methodist Church and the CSI in Bangalore are
Patrons; The Forum has a Secretary and a Treasurer; these office bearers are from different Christian
groups.

To be effective the Forum must work not only in Bangalore but everywhere in Karnataka. And so we
have formed eight zonal forums, clubbing together two or more districts to make a zone.

Thus we have the North Western Zone in Dharwad, the North Eastern Zone in Gulbarga, the Eastern
Zone in Bellary, the South Central Zone in Hassan, the North Central Zone in Davangere, the
Southern Zone in Mysore district, the Coastal Zone in Mangalore and the Bangalore Zone here in
Bangalore. Each zone has a president and a secretary besides other officials. The Bangalore Zone
president is Rev Dr Manohar Chandra Prasad (CSl) and Secretary is Fr J Arokianathan, parish priest of
Rustambag Church.

Dear brothers and sisters, | appeal to all of you —laity, religious and priests, to willingly collaborate
with the zonal forum office bearers in its activities so that everywhere we can have one strong
united voice and all people can see in us the unity and peace Jesus came to give. Do encourage all
Christian programs organized by the Zonal Forum of Christians for Human Rights.

At the same time please note that while we gladly collaborate with our Christian brethren we will
not forget that there are many areas of faith and practice where we differ, and we are not to
compromise our faith. Let us keep in mind the words of St Paul who warns the Galatians ‘against
accepting a gospel different from the one we preached to you, even if it came from an angel in
heaven’. (See Gal 1.8) We will also remember the words of John: ‘Be sure then to keep in your hearts
the message you heard from the beginning (1 Jn 2.24) My brothers and sisters, | appeal to you to
grow firm in your faith, and nourish it by prayer and sacraments and by the word of the Holy
Scripture particularly the New Testament only in the light of which you should read the Old
Testament.

Let us collaborate with our Christian brothers and sisters and along with our Holy Father Benedict
XVI pray that all of us who believe in Jesus will be lead into all truth, in one faith and one Church.

+ Bernard Moras
Archbishop of Bangalore
29.12.2010
00000000000000000000000



In view of
CHRISTIAN UNITY OCTAVE Jan 18-25

We welcome all our Bishops, Priests, Pastors, Nuns,
Evangelists, Lay Ministers, Lay faithful of all Denominational
Churches, Convents, Religious Institutions in Bangalore Zone

to

A Christian Unity PRAYER MEET
(An Inter-denominational Effort)
On 23.1.2011 Sunday

AT ST.JOSEPH’S GIRLS’ SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
(OPP. ST.JOHN’S CHURCH),
PROMENADE ROAD, FRASER TOWN,
BANGALORE - 560005

AT 430 PM TO 6.30 PM

Highlights of the Prayer Meet: Praise & Worship, Vibrant singing, Spirit
filling messages by Bishops, Priests-Pastors, Solemn candle light pledge and
Fellowship Tea

Organized By
Bangalore Zonal United Christian Forum for Human Rights
Rev.M.C.Prasad (CSI) — Chair-Person
Rev.Fr.J.A.Nathan — Secretary
Rev.Daniel Jesudass (Bap) — Vice Chair-Person
Rev.Samuel Rajkumar (Lutheran) — Treasurer
Evan.Mrs.Mira Bhupathi — Joint Secretary
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Observed by Tamils

Type Festival, Tamilnadu, India, Northern

Province, Sri Lanka,

Significance Harvest festival. Thanking Nature for

prosperity

Date First day of Thai in the Tamil calendar

2011 date 15 January

Celebrations Feasting, gift-giving, visiting homes

Thai Pongal (Tamil: ensi1 Guimiesev) is a harvest festival celebrated by Tamils in the Indian
state of Tamil Nadu and in Sri Lanka. Pongal coincides with the festival Makara Sankranthi
celebrated throughout India. Pongal in Tamil means "boiling over or spill over." The boiling
over of milk in the clay pot symbolizes material abundance for the household. Thai Pongal,
celebrated at harvest time, is traditionally intended to thank the Sun God and farmstead
livestock that helped create the material abundance.

The saying "Thai Pirandhal VVazhi Pirakkum” (sw& 1mpbsred e 1IpéH@n) meaning “the
commencement of Thai paves the way for new opportunities” is often quoted regarding the
Pongal festival'! The festival usually occurs from January 13 — 15 in the Gregorian calendar
i.e. the last day of the Tamil month Maargazhi to the third day of Thai.
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Pongal is traditionally dedicated to the Sun God Surya. Tamils thank the solar deity for the
good harvest and consecrate the first grain to him on this 'Surya Mangalya'.

e The holiday denotes the start of the Tamil month of Thai (swg). It marks the day when the
Sun purportedly shifts northwards. It signifies the commencement of Uttarayana, which
represents the northward journey of Sun. The days get longer in the Tamil lands. Thai Pongal
falls on Makara Sankranthi celebrated throughout India as the winter harvest. This also
represents the Indic solstice when the sun purportedly enters the 10th house of the Indian
zodiac i.e. Makara or Capricorn.

History

The holiday may well be 1000 years old although some are of the view that the festival is
older. Epigraphic evidence suggests the celebration of the Puthiyeedu during the Medieval
Chola empire days. It is thought that Puthiyeedu meant the first harvest of the year.[2 The
Sangam era literary work, the Paripaadal, refers to a fast by unmarried girls in honor of the
God Vishnu in the month of Thai, known as the Thai Nonpu. The link between that fast and
today's harvest festival needs to be further researched. Tamils refer to Pongal as "Tamizhar
Thirunal" (meaning “the festival of Tamils")™! Makara Sankranti in turn is referred to in the
Surya Siddhanta.

Bhogi
Bhogi Pandigai / Bhogi Pallu / Lohri / Indra Vizha Guratiussngsnea/ GumaliiLsiien/ Gsom)

The day preceding Pongal in Tamil Nadu is called Bhogi when people discard old things and
focus on new belongings (usmpwienr &WHID ySwenr LGHsup). The disposal of derelict
things is similar to Holika in North India. The people assemble at dawn in Tamil Nadu and
light a bonfire to discard old used possessions. The house is cleaned, painted and decorated to
give a festive look.

This tradition in observed on the same day in Andhra Pradesh as Bhogi Pallu, in Punjab as

Lohri and in Assam as Magh Bihu / Bhogali Bihu. It was known as the Indra Vizha or the
festival of Indra in the Sangam era. The God Indra heads the Devas in the Indic pantheon.

Thai Pongal
Pongal Pandigai Qurissd Lewgens
Pongal itself falls on the first day of the Tamil month of Thai (January 14 or 15). It is

celebrated by boiling rice with fresh milk and jaggery in new pots. The rice is later topped
with brown sugar, cashew nuts and raisins. This tradition gives Pongal its name.!
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Kolam decorations in front of house during Thai Pongal

The rice is traditionally cooked at sun rise.

The moment the milk boils over and bubbles out of the vessel, the tradition is to shout of
"Ponggalo Ponggal!", introduce freshly harvested rice grains in the pot and blow the sangu (a
conch). Tamils consider it a good sign to watch the milk boil over as it connotes good luck
and prosperity. The newly cooked rice is traditionally offered to the Sun God at sunrise to
demonstrate gratitude for the harvest. It is later served to the people present in the house for
the ceremony. People prepare savories and sweets such as vadai, murukku, payasam, visit
each other and exchange greetings.

City Pongal

Tamil Nadu, Sri Lanka - celebrated as Pongal

Andhra Pradesh, Bengal, Bihar, Goa, Karnataka, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Manipur, Uttar Pradesh - celebrated as Makara Sankranthi or Sankranthi

Gujarat and Rajasthan celebrated as Uttarayana
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Punjab - celebrated as Lohri

Assam - celebrated as Magh Bihu or Bhogali Bihu

Nepal - celebrated as Maghe Sankranthi

Tamils draw kolams/rangolis on the door step, consume sugar cane, prepare sweetened rice,
milk and jaggery in new earthen pots and dedicate it to Sun God. The family elders present
gifts to the young. Elsewhere in India, there is Kite flying in Gujarat, the Jahangir Dance in
Punjab and the Ganga Sagar Mela in Bengal. Millions of people immerse themselves in rivers
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in North India and offer prayers to the Sun God - Surya. People offer thousands of their
colorful oblations to the Sun in the form of beautiful kites.

The Sun stands for “Pratyaksha Brahman” - the manifest God, who symbolizes the one, non-
dual, self-effulgent, glorious divinity blessing one and all tirelessly. The Sun is the one who
transcends time and also the one who rotates the proverbial wheel of time.

Maattu Pongal

Mattu Pongal / Kanu Pongal wm’ Gleumsissd, seniiGummhissd

Cattle play in important role in the traditional Indian farmstead be it with regards to the
provision of dairy products, its use for ploughing and transport and its provision of fertilizer.
This explains the Vedic reference to cattle as wealth. On the day after Pongal, cattle are
felicitated. In rural Tamil Nadu, adventurous games such as the Jallikkattu or taming the wild
bull are features of the day. Mattu Pongal is intended to demonstrate our recognition and
affection to cattle and decorate them with garlands, apply kungumam (kumkum) on their
foreheads and feed them good food.

Mattu pongal & the famous Alanganallur Jallikattu

Mattu pongal is intended to honor the cattle that worked hard throughout the year. The farm
bulls are given a bath, their horns painted and adorned with new sarees in some places. In
Alanganallur, bulls are set free in a ground where youth who hold on its hump until the
victory line are considered victorious. The bulls (and public) suffered injury during this game
which led to animal activists taking the matter to the Supreme Court of India which imposed
a ban on the tradition[59]. After an undertaking was given from the Government of Tamil
Nadu to ensure that animals were not harmed, the apex court lifted its ban with certain
conditions. In Alanganallur which is located 17 km Northwest of Madurai Jallikattu is
conducted with enthusiasm.

Kanu pidi........... Kanu Pidi () is a traditio sgiiGummissy n that the ladies and young girls of
the house follow. Women feed birds and pray for the well being of their brothers. Women of
the family place different kinds of coloured rice, cooked vegetables, banana and sweet pongal
on a ginger or turmeric leaf and invite the crows, which descend in hordes to share and enjoy
the "Kaka pidi, Kanu pidi" feast. Women offer prayers in the hope that the brother-sister ties
may remain forever strong like the family of crows.

Kaanum Pongal srgmip GQummiigssv T his is a time for family reunions in Tamil Nadu.
Brothers pay special tribute to their married sisters by giving gifts as affirmation of their filial
love. Landlords present gifts of food, clothes and money to their workforce. During Kaanum
Pongal (the word kaanum means "to view"), people visit relatives and friends to enjoy the
festive season. In the cities this day is synonymous with people flocking to beaches and
theme parks to have a day out with their families. They also chew sugar cane and decorate
their houses with kolam. This day is a day to thank relatives and friends for their support in
the harvest. Although it started as a farmers festival, today it has become a national festival
for all Tamils irrespective of their origins, caste or even religion. It is as popular in urban
areas as is in rural areas.
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In Andhra Pradesh, Mukkanuma, the final day of Sankranthi festival, is celebrated to worship
cattle. Mukkanuma is famous among the non-vegetarians of the society. People do not eat
any non-vegetarian during the first three days of the festival and eat it only on the day of
Mukkanuma.

Pongal at Temple

Apart from Pongal Day celebrations, cooking pongal rice [ community pongal ] at Hindu
temples is a traditional practice during any Temple Festival in Tamil Nadu. The community
will convene to cook pongal rice, partake of it and distribute it to those present. It would
often include the sacrifice of a goat or rooster followed by the partaking of non-vegetarian
food outside temple premises in certain areas. Only vegetarian food allowed inside temple
premises.

00000000000000000000000000

SOIPLI LIdBSLD
IS DI6U6TT.... (OBTLTHMS)
(20T (% 3: )

Gasvaiuflerr  ueiefufled wrCrmr @@ SHwuHuls] Sieuewend HHH  IHHHIGOBT6TET
B HHGBUUSTEAD  RHGBHH — Slewei  QuUBCDITHsT  UsiTellhHemeveno S Ffluieny
FhHHBCeuemiBooead, OFsvalulen eu@LUUTfleow e®m GFd oL GFsvelull b
CaThHHDIIINBBHTT. Rewd Hew  GFevelulss sSTul HefGomy WGHH Coughemesuld
AUMHBHH(WPLD DDLHSTET. BH GBHH DUEHSHGHWD DisueT Hewieue 6GLTaHGD RenL Gul
@ Gurflw QUTUI&F FemTemL_ Gl CLPETTL_ . 616060MLD @Ulb&LIeor | SR (IHLD
2 BRIGFOFMBITH6T. GHBWDUSHL AHIDHMUIS HEWIL FTHBHTEN HIDDT SHLUILITEIT? HevlHl
CrlemLemuids HTEILISHHT6N. (HWH OHTLTHBSHI)..

o phsF O  HNCWLTNEGHSH  HTEHHD  auIels0emsv.  HENeOWEMEIUIEL  (LPSHLD
UmSHHIH0HETemB  DpsHTen.  6miBs  OFevall  setemsedll (BLGLITUWIe Beur@onm  eT6dr
DITERTL_T6IT.  BHBOBEVEVTID FH6dT  HewIalsdil  6VGIOTHTET  HMFEWID 616518 (LPIYRNHE BB
Amaumbd@d @B dembliwr  Luiellsd  FHeAulmbs  eI6Gm  LWBIST  HeneliLlemed
SILEUTDHIHTH  YWDHH 2 _mRSUNGHSTE. STl  WLGWL el 2 »enFFedled
Amb@IDUTEH  @euf WL G  FHsLemL6UTeL  Hyenenmiulenl  HITRIGHBTEr  6T6dIs
Gumprenwoulenmed  elCGwmellsst  Heweolt  ULflewows LS HpSSHTeT. ¢ eTaieNmIsS,
9 BIGENHHI6, 2 hiBEHbHE WL BID HELeOT HITHHID IHBT? GFsvailuilsr UsiTelld Hemevsnin
S Fflenuws  Bownd  BTTCMTIBOIWET  AMPSHH HBHHBTTHGM,  BTD  CUTHGHH T
Couemr(pom? BHrdeT  GouswrBLomenrmed GUTUI  EUT(HMIGST. [BT6T  QHBTeVID  euFLomGLei...”
o1l LNQITHHHIL 651 NeDIHBHT6N.

“gently  @QenHd BCxlas B iHmedt  CHIOT?  efHel  HEIBTE  HIDWHWT  GHbHH
el om_1e@uim? g6t Bmensvuisyd Cal &b Fnl TBHT? g6l Qs OBTemevOaIn 2 saidb@?’

2

“o MmIBN6N [BT6l HITRISAILLOTL GL 6T, 6TIpBAH HHIH6I. 6lanbH@ LUHed CFTeLedCu ysamid..”
gGemill Sielem eumuied aSlembLliulmbHE. eT6iendF QFUIoug eTemBpslurTg 606IOT  SemDU L 63T
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LOemI(BLD  HemICLPIgeNTE. RenHd HewiL  HeGomyl FHpfisenad Hee @RS @m® OFDYS
&M Hewy OBTewih b eVGLTale (WHHH6 WBH ST LTS 26mBsl6aT6NT.

QU @@ et S HBB(PIQUILDT  6T6Iml  eTemdlemll  (LPIYUSHBE&H6T  HeMOIomY &6t
Camumhremmd GeaueluiBeusBg oo &b (o) Gsigeumer. Hrer GUTTHHUNBHS HloLeTENU
OLIGE AT/ 61(BHEHMHSHT6IT. QurBIenLLGWI 9 _6UBMEIHLD 6160113 WP&HIETPemnul
SHOBHTHHHOBTEMIYHHH JGT  HIPHHL HTehr AW bHBHSH Feemeuenl RIS
N9 HHIHCETEmTL M. heni_eIB)  eTeilenedid  STULIMTBBI, SeleMLOHHEHI  eT6iens FTLBSHSHI’
Tt Ge6u0TLg 60TT6MT.

QM Oueiemidb@ GHTULD 6UTEUTID. SUEITED LIGEVSIST DieUeT OH DSBS DieNa|dHE)
Gamud  eumeuFH  UTDOHGHEB CoLmem.  enmev ReuBenm  CHETUSHMHHOW  SUTIDOITHS
CaremiBel LrGsm et6iim GuUTmIdeTen 60GLOT. @HEausnen eueit LIBHHHI eUeTTHHH HTUl
QL1960 QIMDHSHH Beuemenl UTHSHMHESHCLT? @@ alend el L ellenSHowiemsHsH
STLIQEVID  6THHMBMUI  LoewTewe0  lenHHBUILBHMBH  6T60TLFHI ST (PHSWID. V6V
LewTenisy eleNSHHSHLILBLD alend HITH Uevel CETHEHBBH 6T6eiHBT] RGuis ewiL6uf. [HLD
RHWID HevHmHLICUTEIBSHI. HID 6T6wT6wID AlMBHMWIICUTEIBEI. [HEV6V  6T6RICIIHIBEN6NT  [HTLD
AlmHHHTL e  eleiiB  LUlly  (pewendhdHl  BBOFWeL 616iiB  Hedlwwlds  CBETHHIHBSH.
bBENWLTSH WHIDFF Denod B 6a1n3 Rellenoenuld HHABEHI.

5 @eubeuTm  Hewiedsd  evealb@GHD  LlsTenendend@&Hl  GuUTmbEHID. 606w Gumem
Hewiedsl QHBHTID HeoGlomyl Gumeiis &alCeu @evevTdH Loewenall DEHLOHHIONL L T6L [HE06V
HevSHHBSHW BHevev LUIHEGD BBRHNSGWD WWHDFHBGHID LEHFIDSHTE. 6THHME  (LPHB
weitellILgl? g wpempwin? steoip FLj @prwitiuflesr Caeiialld@, “J(OPeMBUWISIBI 6 (LB
STIQUIGZI(PEDB”  6THIBMTT  UEWIL6UT.  HewIaUed  LoenealdbalenL Gul  sTe0emeOUIBB  LoedT6u L
mbHTeL WL BHOL GOHWUD GOBWULTE QHSGHL Revensvbwaied &L CLfe@GHn  Heweors
B mBGLD.

HMOMPEE g6t RHHemen  CsmuUD?  geT  @HHwen  UBauFID? RHHemenr  Ceumiiig?
RHHeme  SHILLID..... SLEUTWRSHI  DINEHSGH UB  AWLSH  RBHSHGWLD.  SHTUI DTG
ugmofilinled  euenihd  &Tevld. CGUBEBTY SmeusHIuD  DieuslT  UTTHI HEHH6606meV.  DILILIT
DT WTEFeTyl Fol. SBHAHITSH U®MSUD. Q@ [BI6N...... (QFHTL(HLD)
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